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America’s Experience in Victim Support:
Toward Collaboration between Police and Forensic Nursing

Virginia A. Lynch, MSN, RN, FAAFS, FAAN

Forensic nursing science is defined as a body of diverse and collective knowledge drawn from
the application of the forensic sciences to the nursing process in public or legal proceedings; the
forensic aspects of healthcare involving the physiological, psychological, and behavioral
sciences relevant to the scientific investigation of trauma and death or related medicolegal
issues.

The science of forensic nursing has emerged in direct response to the consequences of global
human violence. This innovative specialty is a dynamic discipline that recognizes a new era of
nursing practice. The application of the principles and standards of the forensic specialistin
nursing is recognized as vital role in the United States healthcare systems through a
contemporary perspective of forensic science, human rights, social justice, and injustice
involving fatal and non fatal trauma.

This emergent specialty represents a partnership between the health and justice agencies inan
unbiased professional role involving victims of crime related trauma, the accused, and the
condemned. The core responsibility of the discipline is defined by the North American Nursing
Diagnosis Association (NANDA, 1990) as “The structure of the entire nursing process is
predicated on maintaining a certain state of mind —an investigative, interpretative, dogmatic
search for the facts and the truth”. This concept is applied to the specific processes involved in
the clinical investigation of trauma and/or death of the forensic patient.

The purpose of forensic nursing science is to ensure that healthcare systems practices
contribute to the justice process for those who have been impacted by acts of violence, abuse,
social marginalization, and the neglect or malfeasance of those responsible for their own care
or social welfare. As the boundaries of nursing practice continue to expand beyond acute and
chronic care the science of nursing has merged with the forensic sciences and criminal justice
systems. Nurses represent a previously unrecognized resource to law enforcement agencies at
a crucial time in civil unrest and criminal hostility to help improve existing policies and meet the
expectation of victims, the accused, and the families of both.

All trauma cases are classified as a forensic case requiring a clinical and criminal investigation in
order to confirm or rule out issues of force and intent. Questions related to trauma that may
later be of relevance ina court of law may remain unanswered due to a nurse's ignorance of
forensic issues. Failure to address forensic requirements can compromise the investigation.
Frequently cases are won or lost based on the handling of evidence.

Among the most recognized subspecialty in the science of forensic nursing are those
who practice in the field of sexual assault investigation. The United States Federal
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Bureau of Investigation has identified forensic nurse examiners as the preferred
clinicians in the examination of victims and perpetrators of criminal sexual acts
(Miller, 1986). As experts in the proper collection and documentation of the fragile
and highly perishable genetic evidence, forensic nurses serve as one important
component of the CODIS Project (Combined DNA Information System) that is
designed to identify unknown suspects of serial sexual crimes. U.S. prosecutors state
that the forensic nurse examiner is a formidable witness at trial.

The International Association of Forensic Nurses has developed specific standards
in the evaluation of sexual trauma and guidelines for education and training
requirements in collaboration with the American Society of Testing and Materials,
Committee on Forensic Science, Subcommittee E30.01 Task Group in the
development of Sexual Assault Investigation Standards and the American College
of Emergency Physicians.

The need for policies to address critical issues related to violence and its associated trauma is a
multidisciplinary issue concerning physicians, nurses, attorneys, judges, sociologists,
psychologists, social workers, forensic and political scientists, advocates and activists, and the
police sciences. A lack of interagency cooperation involving health and justice issues and the
deficit of forensic education available to healthcare professionals has often threatened the
patient's legal rights resulting in a miscarriage of justice. Effective management of forensic
cases is an area previously lacking in sufficient policy and legislation to ensure protection of the
legal, civil, and human rights of the victims of crime, the accused, and the condemned.

The failure to follow proper forensic policy and protocol can put the patient who is suspected or
accused of a crime at risk, becoming a victim of another kind. The Innocence Project, founded
in 1992 in New York City, NY, is a non-profit legal organization that is committed to exonerating
wrongly convicted people through the use of DNA testing and to reforming the criminal justice
system to prevent future injustice. The mission of this organization evolved in response to
protect the rights of those who have been falsely accused based on false testimony, false
evidence, or misidentification.

Forensic nursing science has joined with an alliance of the forensic sciences, legal scholars,
victim services, and courts of law in the public defense of historical injustice. The forensic nurse
is responsible to the law and forensic patients to providing proper scientific techniques during
the evidence recovery process. The nurse’s forensic skills are important to the laboratory
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scientists in the recovery and preservation of medical/forensic evidence to help ensure
confidence in the justice system.

Forensic patient management includes cases of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other
forms of human abuse, self inflicted injuries, traumatic accidents, and all liability related cases.
The psychosocial skills of the nurse are essential to the recovery of the patient’s emotional
trauma. Victim support is central to positive patient care outcomes and requires the sensitive,
transcultural care of patients during the recovery of forensic specimens and documentation of
injuries.

The forensic nurse examiner is not a criminal investigator but works as one member of the
multidisciplinary team comprised of police, scientists, and attorneys, among other health and
justice specialists. Forensic nursing is an ideal role for nurses who possess a unique array of
forensic knowledge and skills on the front lines of healthcare services. Inthe U.S. and other
countries where well-educated, highly skilled forensic nurses practice, prosecutors and defense
attorneys, police, homicide investigators, emergency physicians, and forensic pathologists
concur that forensic nurse examiners are a respected resource who provide unique and
valuable skills to the health and justice systems.

As a clinical investigator the forensic nurse examiner is uniquely qualified for separate but
integrated responsibilities to assistin the recovery of medical/forensic evidence and
documentation of injury in circumstances not generally addressed in law enforcement
education and training. Of particular interest to the police concerns patients in legal custody
when the assessment and treatment of trauma or death is court-ordered.

Contemporary societies are demanding a rapid and efficient response to the overwhelming
impact of crime and violence as global healthcare systems are being overwhelmed with an
increasing number of reported cases including domestic violence, attempted murder, sexual
assault, child prostitution, trafficking of persons, firearm assaults, physical aggression, and
violations of human rights. The need for forensic nurses to assistin the medicolegal
management of patients requiring forensic examinations has been recognized.

Forensic nursing in Japan has been firmly established through the development of the Japanese
Society of Forensic Nursing. The Japanese Government has successfully implemented new
progressive laws with a particular emphasis on crimes against women, men, and children that
will directly involve hospitals, clinics, physicians, nurses, and the Japanese police. These current
changes reflect the contemporary justice perspectives related to the investigation of sexual
assault and unattended deaths that will provide opportunities for nursing to expand existing
forensic services.

Worldwide, hospitals, community clinics, public health facilities, medical examiners
administrative centers, bureaus of public health, and public policy executives are actively
seeking previously unrecognized resources to assistin the medicolegal management of patients
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who present with crime and liability related trauma or questioned deaths occurring within the
clinical and community environs.

Forensic nursing requires new curricula in basic and advanced education for nurses including
legal assessment, forensic case management, and investigative techniques. The forensic
sciences and criminal justice systems have recognized the impact of forensic nurses in
advancing successful prosecutions while reducing and preventing similar future crimes. Itis
imperative that we commit the human and fiscal resources of our academic institutions to
specific initiatives aimed at understanding, managing and preventing human abuse.

This presentation will address the (1) partnership between the health and justice systems in the
United States, (2) the role and responsibilities of the forensic nurse examiner in cases of sexual
assault, (3) the forensic nurse death scene investigator, (4) the application of psychosocial
intervention in victim support, and (5) the potential of currently evolving roles within the
discipline.
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1) >F (Virginia A. Lynch) %4
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~BREI LDy VBEOEE~
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HIA, ZAICHIT, AHIZESA LGN TEHZ L2 RRKIEVET, Thnrs, 7A )0,
ZLTTa=INNIAR ST HLOFIEN AR TH 2 7+ L Vv Yy VHEHEIZOWTHIT &
ST EEnERVnE T, KALSBBHOL T,

¥, 2ROAMRICEHO KB 2 BIEALZ0WTY., Zhhr s, KO AFERL 72 H
HEHERFOBBFIZEEH L BnE T,

AHIZ [HHEREXEOT AV IORG,E ] LI ZET.ZOTLEYTF—Y 3 VORI,
BRLE T LYYy VHRBREDTITRL —Y 3 VIZOWTEIMET B Z LT,

RO HRd D £ LN KREFHDIZES Zeid, KEE. HARJUNEBEEERFORBHIZIC
721 % L7z, International Studies D727 = v H =1l 572 W0H T L EREHFDIZHE > T
F9, AD A=) 7 FL Z (ForensicNS@aol.com) T9, f2EMAETVnWELALL, O
g A L W2 E 20T,

73 LTy IRF N LR

T+ LYYy RN SRR T H > T R B, B AREE. TENCBT 5 F
DD S TVWBFHIIMELTWET, 77XV I T7xL VY y 7RSS (American Academy
of Forensic Sciences) 23® A TTIINE S, TOHIZII DRV E T, ZO—DONT +
LYYy 0EHETYE, E2ICEEYE, 2 U QERUTHBE S EOMEE2r b D 4, SHIE7+ L v
Vo ORENE T H LYYy S FH#HIERL TS 2MIZOVWTEHALE S, 741V Yy
FAzomTid, 7L vV 9 VEEPREHETH S LT OREALII» S EbNTHE T,

THV Yy IR OEFRE Y a VR E, TV VY y IV EHEOIETITETCVE T, Fif
Ok E LTRO6ND720I12, 7TAV AV T+ Ly Yy 2RPEHE LD 1991 12, v X4 —
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vy O E#EE DO E L TR ZDIF 1995 F T,
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Origins of a science... | ana congress of Nursing Forensic Nursing
Practice Recognizes Forensic
+ Definition: The global practice of nursing when
healthcare and legal systems interact. (IAFN;2008)s

Ametican Academy = : + History: 1991 American Academy of Forensic
sl fe = Sciences formally recognizes forensic nursing.

ciences

F ENSIC
TR ETY I RN — 1992 - International Association of Forensic Nurses
NURSING (IAFN) founded.

v International R — 1995 — American Nurses Association (ANA)

d Association - recognizes forensics as a specialty.

R of Forensic Nurses 2006
1992

« SANE is the largest subspecialty of forensic nursing

HX—FFD [SANE (4 V)| £y 5 Dt Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner OIEHRT. HA
TiE. A V& [MERNWEFEIRGEM] EHUIL T34, EfEICE [FEZEE] T7.
VRIS 2 BHSARIE T+ L v Yy VBRHEOH TO—HBRE LK TH D £7,

TREEERFRD 7 713, BHER {8 & 72 130ME £ 58, 2 U CQRBICEN AL E ZSH L 727 *
VYU OREH#EOMEEEATOE T, FBHEFEOINHTE DD X 94, BN A T2
EF#E, GO E 72130 74 o0 =V (BlY) ToO@EE,» S RN S N 7=it il z HiEICI0H§
HZENT AL VY IEETT,

T4y EBEEDETIV
ZHEHRT AL VYD I BEEODETIILTY, ZOEFIIIIEN LI & BHEOES NG

Integrated Practice Model for
Forensic Nursing Science

¢ ot""m Nursing Sci.%




KoTWEd, ZULTIRAEEDIPIFEXENI VA TV ZAEZZIZEA-STHEY, ZXUHD
FBI (3. BEDHEMRI ERNEEEL SHEREZTIDICKRIEBFTELEHEMARTHSH %252
HTVWET, ThIZESWTT7 A HLETIIERITHREEFTELEDON— M F—2 9 THTET
w9,

REEEEAFLEN— -2y T

TV VY E#E, RERRE AT =Yy T THD ET, MEREE LTS
I, FTRIEEVICHEH -BELEIZ L, 74 LYYy VEHBIMMZEROEN L ETELE S
ML CWE T, 74L 2Ty VBEMIIRENE ZZDRE - ®REHP TEBLSFEL T
E 3

3. tEMEF—L770—F (Multi-disciplinary Team Approach) &L T. F— AT
B2 EITOVTTY, EF MO T DI, Bk, 74 L vV v 2RI 2 U CERITH
BIOBEMET, /8= b =2 o TOTZOOTE, HRISKRT, 74V vV y ZIZHIRO & 5%
AL P HEIIEER, T U CQERITEB O A T, RIIERICBIOE R > TnE g, T
D CIERERITHB N S F SE A4 F o4 VEERLTCOE T, 74 L v Yy o Gl AR
BIGOWIE & 7213 OMESTOI LB TE @< 2 T3,
TA)ATEEENRRERS 72D, BFRELZDENS ZETIELL LTWET, Z2D20IC
KOS Z O, TCLL LTWBHhTT + LYYy 2 EHERIORNE 2 KZE RV &S Tu B R
MNELZNDTT,

7L 2Ty BEMDRE

TV YTy VEEMOKRFEERHTTTE, 3OHWTHD 92, EBITREEHRED
Y—ERFLERBEREIZY 7. HICEMOIEFDY TV liaison IS8 B EA—DDKExL
BETY, 23227 —YavEEBDIC, HBAIZE > THIREOI TERE P RREHE > Ty
20§22 BDET, A3 2TV arviEhsnERe b D Ed, ZI T o®REE
U CHERSAD £,

#2EE (Forensic Nurse Examiner)
Ei# B E (Forensic Nurse Examiner) 13 b 99 ~vDF—2D—BTTh, BEaDBEE.

FZOYDEETII LS, EICFHRORR, FRE, FEITIHRILHE§., LT, BEICHK
Ty DOOKEITY, AHERIRICIIERE TREDESHR 252 A LRE L, RIFLT

WL I E R LET,

ZOS— b F =¥y TO—DIH B —C2ABAD EF, BEXEZ, 7LV Yy v EH#
fili & tt2tEukOR. 7 PRI A b (HEE) LS EBERZLTHET, La L, fStEiko
HEET LYy s BHEOREZES B £§, REHELFEHZRZLTHL2DOTTITE
RHMEE DDTT,
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BEMOFREL S HEOMAE L EIZBIML CRE LA E R0 ET,

EESOST Y b

R, WIETa 022 b3 Ta V2 bRT AV AT H > TREFHERTTOET, 7
AN A TIIEL DADPEEIETH > TEIFICNE S MBI TELS Ao T3 AE L SA0E
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TALTD v VBEMET ALYy VOMEETYT, BEEOBKEHE - MHzFT5E
T, BE. T UG X 232 RS Th 255103, AERS I ZAZAREF T Z L
THHEETFLIELTELIICHDET, T4 LYYy 2 HBEMAPFEL 72502 A— A D
I IARTHIL NS ZLIOABDET., T+ LYy VF#ERESIENIAT - TH
HHEMOFHEE 7 IRBELROMAE LTINS 205D T, WAL D > TIWITEHA,
HEAZWPL 2T 20N HBETHD £9,

9 DD Tus T L TH5 Victim Witness (. 7 A L > v VBEMBFEEFDIEAL L T,
REN R ZRAEZTOND XD ICBMENTEIENTESL LN EDTT,

BEEEICICH

TV YV IRREOERTTINE S, PR RICIiBHT2 2L TY, HWE LT, N
S, MEEZAPFISHRTZELZLETT, HILSTETCE0HEATTITE, BEEDT L
>Ty VEMRSBEHN. EL AN, AEVFaTIVITERENT7T7O-FEHVT, 2%
ELTT 7Ry 2L TY,

74Ty VEEDER

TAVL VY s HH#EOFKIZ 2T ENE T, 1 DREBEROEIGE T, #EEDOT T ETS
FBIREH#TT., &5 - DIE3REODKRIETT, BRIED-D DR DR TE 2 K512+ %K
W HRARHZONTF LYYy VEEMTY., 7x LYYy 2 EHEEMIAREEDF —LD—
BTY, 7L UV I RXT4 vV, TEOBEERFIED S ARHEHED—DDEFTHD £,
o, 7AL VY9 0 EH#ELEIC X ICARBEO DO THD 3., 72 hEHELI
PR T HEBREREOERICA > TOWE T, HiBREORKIIEHLEZLTHD . JEED
BRI WT, 2K (BE) OBGICk T, G#EME, E#O—HOMMETTI LYYy
I DEZS e RONRETT,

BEOTT7 124

TA LYy IFEBETTIINE, TIIEHEOERLE L DB ANE=—-X10nt 5 2
EEBENICEAZYT, B—ICBEOTF7ERH®ETL2LTY, 2575 L. BEEEM W
IZELS ETHERNTEEMIIT 72262 K5ICF5Z 81280 £, WD A4 v 71
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TAL Py I EHEIMIPVNDEE, ZOXI BRSNS DET., T+ LYYy ZEANE L £ TR
72 THERLRTY, BIFMEHRICE>TTH LYYy ZERMIARHICWAENWZ EI125D, 7+
LYYy VBEDWREN LIS, B &> TOAMICEFESMINTELS 5528855 T
Lo ZDEOHADY T MZBT T+ L VY y 2 HHERIANENETT,

7L Ty VEM (EE)

T LYy 2R GER) E2EET RS ARMITDLNTT, RS v FTlinzZ en
HOETH, A VFTRTAL VY rDEFHEZT—F - 3 VOHIZAS> T TR K%
MoTHWET, Z5VHHYD T+ L v Yy ZIRAN GEE) AREEICW 356113 BT -
TREER T2 LB E T, LrLasrs, 2E, 2iIEREANSZ LS ZLiEds b R A,

INF 2L DB BHENCEEENITTE Lz, 24 LT 72OV TRRTWGELHETL 72755,
BHEENPMEEIZA ST, T HEENEL ETORMAEIE 2 > TOE Lz, ZORZENES
DHERRTL 72, L7213 BOWRE. 1 E2 OB ORFE AT 2 Z L IZHEEL Twz, k3 h
5BEHEDIREVRIZATZABEL Ko TS ZEIWRENTz, NF XL VOHBTTITE, T OKE
IZOVNTRE2—a2 5y =2k BEFATOE L,

TALvVy s EHEINE, BEEZEERITEE (a—2 v T x =2 XV ) &I S
FT=Y oy T hoTWET, 7L VY y 7FEHEMIEEIHT 5N D X5 SRR ZE LT,
BEPRE L THEfA L £9

TAL 2Ty BEMDEE

T VYV s E#EINE. BIRICE T 3BEBETY. EHTEBOEA IR S A TId s
REMEHEL LD ET, IMEERIZEBH I T 74V VD0 7EETHD E3, BELT,
ZNPEIRIZ K BIMETH 52 L 5 h &, IMEE R T 2BE P T RAUDRHEORRI D%
M BIETY,

TV YV IFEBMNS, WEERZTAOBEE LT, SMEOMRE T 5, GO,
Z U TREMEMR L, GERORE, REOEELE & 5. I3 EHITHEI L O, 2322
F—Yavkkd BEEOTII =TV aviEoT, BRI TGEAE LS ZEE D
DET, BOPERIU 25E0 G EI2OWTEHITIES § 2546, SR E L TOREANICED £,
AU TIEHMRELTRD LN TNWEDTY,

Tx VLY I EHMOKRENZIZ, OMRNDEHELEERM (Sexual Assault Nurses). @I ET
#ZE (Death Investigators) E#RT. OXIREEHEE (Nurse Coroners) #&%H W % ¥ (X 1.2.3),

TBEIOACHILEZ M EHD ET, FTBHERICWIANLEEFETLII LD E T,
WA ETT ALYy ZDERME —FEIZ RIC LD L%EEZ R -TZLEHDET, L L,
T LYYy s HEHINIEEEFERT DI TR ERA, 71 LYYy s EENL, B
2. T LU TERIZEDW T, ZOEHEOH TRIHEHEDOHEL »FEKL XA,

Filfz o MEDNBEA L E T, I EEND - 2HAIREEE L0, FEELX LD
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EE2TH5TLDHDFET, SFLERITIUIHRBIATTIINE S, Higflk, +7 v ~IZHE
FTHREHMMGEI T AL VY 2R 2T+ L Y Yy 2 OEMi» BEATHET,

SEMLEFFER L 9, MIFIEGEHLE A T3 WA 572 A T9, specimen GAFH) EWWS5 BV
FLTCWELE, 7277, TEFVZAERIFATOED 572, HENZ K S 72846, ZOIEMD 5
U, Te5v 288D F Lz, SRIL 728 DR 2 EI2H > T HIFT7,

Clinical Forensic Patients

Forensic Nursing Roles

® Victims /suspects of

! . isputed paternity
violent crime

» Sexual Assault Nurses MNurse Attorneys

Legal Nurse Consultants
Forensic Pediatrics
Forensic Geriatrics
Public Health Nurses
Forensic Educators

® All trauma cases © Medical malpractice

Death Investigators

Nurse Coroners

Government Consultants
« Correctional/Custody

» Organ Transplant
Coordinator

« School Nurses K-12

® Sexual assault ® Drug/food tampering

@ Domestic violence o Anatomical oift
® Anatomical gifts
@ Substance abuse g

@ Suicide attempts
@ Non-fatal assaults

® lllegal abortion practice

Forensic Researchers @ Nursing home injuries

Forensic Psychiatric Nurses © Auto/pedestrian trauma

@Occupation injury
Patients in custody

® Communicable diseases

9 Environmental hazards

BHEI-—FT2—2—EZROEEM (X7 —ILF—2X)
FIZFEBIERFLEDHA VD20 E FHRLRIOLEBEL LT, ZOREARHD T,

Evidence Collection

The Forensic Nursing Process Preservation Concepts

®Taking care of the patient’s immediate medical and

psycho-social needs is always the highest priority. ® The patient is a crime scene whether dead or alive

®Primary Survey

R ® The crime scene has been moved to the emergency
ABC's

department

®Secondary Survey
History from the patient
to ant

nital examination looking for trauma

@® Law enforcement is dependent on nursing to process
the human body when the patient is in the hospital

ate for collection of forensic evidence

The Forensic Nurse as a
Medical Detective

First to see the patient

First to see the relative

First to handle property

First to deal with lab specimens

First to contact potential sources of data needed for
determination of cause and manner of

First to encounter and assess the evidence in a
criminal case

— 2 —

Role of the Forensic Nurse
Examiner

Recognition of Crime Victims
Identify Trauma

Collect Medical Evidence
Maintain Evidence Security

+ Communicate with Legal Agencies
+ Communicate with Families

Testify in Court
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MR CHFAE L X7,

T2V IBEEIL?

EZDOWRIEDE ZOHEMBERITE, 7+ L VY oV BFITABRESOE T, I, AR,
KIENZES), RN KEZT AL Dy s DBHIZED T, FHICERES. FlEIER T 2%
WEL T ALY Yy ZHBHEIIEDET, 7LV Yy VBREMIIZ. ZOES5KT7+L VY9 2R
FHELIFFHE R L, BREIER TR N EE MR & 52 20 K 5 ICBRMICHEL £
T, B T L CHEMAHE - ME DD, BRI ANET LYV s BEEED T,

FEBLERER. PR an

ZOT LYYy Z7BEEYDTHETEDIEE A EFHEMITT, MIREOEMTIIAEL, £
FIRT ALY Yy s EHEMPEEETNZ, ZOBED OHERNT 2 Z &N TE LT, %R
EOERMEGFEAET LD, G20 VTANERETH L2 TIdE T, BREN/ENTE
REELMMHZ a0 eI EWEARH D 7,

72, HEANMIEER - CE2mE RV E T, 72, 90k Il Tunrkn
EVWTRVEHLEED, A LT ANy — VIZonTitsk s B D L FHEMITE, O
F 0. LIRIZ DA B FE L L OFHLOHWR N % F Rl 23 first responder & L TH#EI A2 R7- LT
WA50DTY,

Detective Nightingale
ZOFEHEIZ, AW E S THE T, SROBRELEZ L Twwb & ZATT, Detective Nightingale (il

HIAFUr—) EMEEhE L7,

Advances in Health and Justice

== Detective
= Nightingale
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VaVvBIAL VY9 IRMITY, TV YV sFHEME. TAL YV IEBEDTT. ZL
TR OFEMOBE A B £4, 7L vV s G#RNE. 25057 7. 2 U GRIUMRELE 17
AATETN, 7L VY y s HHENTERE TR0, BIREFNEZEET5DTT,
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CREBIRRERS T ¢ BRI

GE1) 74L 2Ty 7 BERTCEEE (Death Investigators : FNDI). £ 7213 &5 # % E (Nurse
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE)
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